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Before the Dublin Young Mens Christian Association in Connection With the United Church of England and
Ireland, October 30th, 1862 It is with feelings of no ordinary diffidence that | appear before you this evening -
diffidence inspired at once by the distinguished audience in whose presence | find myself, and by the topic
which I have undertaken to treat. | am not ignorant that | now address an audience whose cars have become
familiar with strains of eloquence such as | can have no pretension to offer you, and | know that | have to deal
with a topic not only of extreme difficulty and delicacy, but one respecting which the sympathies of the public
have already taken a decided course, and that course in the direction, | deeply regret to think, the reverse of
that in which my own sympathies run. So strongly, indeed, do | feel the force of this consideration, that wore |
to consult my own tastes merely, the revolution in America is certainly not the subject which | should have
selected for this occasion. It has, however, been intimated to me that it is the wish of your Association that |
should address you upon this question (hear); and under these circumstances, the question being one to which |
have given some study, | do not conceive that | should be justified in resisting your very flattering request. |
propose, therefore, to bring under your attention this evening the revolution in America (hear). | undertake the
task - | say it with the most unaffected sincerity - with a profound sense of my...
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