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Excerpt: .us, their component parts not always scientifically
selected. In one band of five performers three had drums,
which produce a maximum of noise with a minimum of
education, and are therefore always popular; one had
cymbals, and the fifth an uncertain-looking brass instrument
capable of ear-splitting sounds. The musicians were gaily
clothed and looked much like monkeys of a larger growth
escaped from barrel organs. In the evening I gave cakes and
sweetmeats to the servants children, little ragged mites with
eager faces, which shone with delight as the sweets were
poured into the dirty little chudders they held up. Afterwards
we had a few fire-AMATEUR FIREWORKS. 131 works for their
amusement--few, and often far between--for the servants
could not always induce them to go off. But then the
excitement when they did! It was much greater than if there
had been any certainty....
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