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Guide to Walks and Drives About New Haven Of the four grander divisions of geological time, the Archaean is
probably represented by the crystalline rocks of the eastern border of the New Haven region; the early
Paleozoic, by those of the western border; the Mesozoic, unquestionably, by the Red Sandstone which is the
substratum of the whole region; and the Cenozoic, by the superficial river-made deposits of the plain.
Accordingly, the Cenozoic beds rest on the Mesozoic Red Sandstone; and the Mesozoic, on crystalline rocks of
either Paleozoic or Archaean age. The three periods of Mesozoic time are the Triassic, the Jurassic and the
Cretaceous or Chalk period. The Red sandstone, which outcrops about all the ridges and is well exhibited at the
East Haven quarries, was made during the later part of the Triassic period and part of the Jurassic, and hence
it is called the Jura-Trias sandstone. New Haven bay is both topographically and geologically the termination of
the Connecticut valley. In the period of the Jura-Trias, an estuary, ten to thirty miles wide, extended along the
valley to northern Massachusetts; and in this estuary the sandstone was formed, nearly as sand-beds are now
formed in a Delaware bay. The sands were made from the decay of granite, gneiss, mica schist, and other
related rocks on either side of the estuary; and they were carried into the estuary by the streams of the land.
The waters of the estuary are known to have been either fresh...
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