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Legendary Locals, 2012. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: "From the beginning, Fort Myers has had a lot of character -- well, make that characters
plural. And now, local historian Gerri Reaves' new book from Arcadia Publishing, "Legendary Locals of Fort
Myers" brings to life the men and women who made their distinctive mark on the City of Palms. From celebrities
such as Thomas Edison and Deion Sanders, to common folk like nurse LaVeta Allen who ignored Jim Crow-era
rules, the book, which will be released July 23, chronicles the lives of the people who made Fort Myers what it is.
Generously illustrated with historic black-and-white images, the book varies from most histories' formats by
focusing on characters rather than chronology. It illuminates members of the region's various communities --
not just politicians and businesspeople -- and it explores personalities both present and past, alive and dead.
The late coach Wes Nott, who taught thousands of area kids to swim is featured, along with superstar athlete
Deion Sanders. So is Emmy award-wining flute player Kat Epple as well as internationally acclaimed organist,
the late Billy Nalle, who made music for more than 200 major network television shows. "There's an old Fort
Myers and a new Fort Myers," Reaves says. "And if you know one and not the other, how can you say you really
know the place you live?" Reaves, 61, a former English professor and the president of the nonprofit Southwest
Florida Historical Society, has written two other books. She started researching this one early last year, finding
her sources everywhere from online electronic archives to family trunks, using email as well as old-fashioned
ink-and-paper letters. "There were some great discoveries and also some great disappointments," Reaves said.
She grins as...
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