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Certain Policies of the President Administration and Their Effects Mr. Chairman and Members of the Boston City
Club: The theory that a man is lacking patriotism because he has affiliations with a political party and that his
opinions are shaped by his party alliance rather than guided by consideration of the best interests of the
country is held by many people but will not bear the test of analysis. Men do not form their opinions according
to their political affiliations but form their political affiliations according to their opinions. Undoubtedly a few
men form their political affiliations because of the party connections of their forefathers or because of the
particular section of the country in which they live and then adopt the political opinions of that particular party
without having carefully judged the merits of the party s principles. But that is true only in exceptional cases,
and it is the general rule that men judge first of the merits of principles and make their party affiliations
according to their best judgment of what will promote the welfare of the country. It is expected that this
discussion will be partisan in its character. It is expected that the policies and principles of the Republican Party
will be commended and the policies and record of the Democratic Party will be criticized. Some perhaps will
attribute this attitude to purely partisan feeling and prejudice, but | trust that most of you will be considerate
enough to believe that | am not...
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