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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 edition. Excerpt: . MUSIC AND DANCING LICENSES. F any intelligent foreigner
found it difficult to understand why London--a town of nearly four millions of inhabitants--is now left without
one solitary Casino--he should attend the annual Licensing Sessions of the Middlesex Magistrates at Clerkenwell,
and see the very mixed, very numerous, and somewhat unruly body of gentlemen who are appointed to govern
half the amusements of the greatest city in the world. Here is a body, over four hundred strong, representing in
its working majority every form of fussy respectability, narrow-minded bigotry, hopeless ignorance, wrought-
iron prejudice, sour sectarianism, puritanical zeal, and well-meaning obstinacy. Nearly ninety of these Solons
from Clapton and Lycurguses from Stoke Newington attended at the Sessions House one Friday, in October,
and in their struggle to obtain seats hardly left room for the reporters and the legal gentlemen, to say nothing
of witnesses and applicants. The cause, which brought together so many of these chosen ones, was what is
called the Reserved List of Opposed Licenses, in which such places as the Argyll Rooms and Evans s Supper
Rooms stood prominent. The foreigner we supposed to be present would not have formed a very high notion of
our logic or decency, when he saw one of the first law officers of the Crown standing up with difficulty in the
pen allotted to counsel, and pleading, with all his ability, to those ninety amateur judges, for the renewal of a
license for a somewhat notorious...
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