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Sourcebooks, United States, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 226 x 142 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Jefferson s Great Gamble tells the incredible story of how four leaders of an upstart nation--
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe and Livingston--risked the future of their country and their own careers; outwitted
Napoleon Bonaparte, the world s most powerful ruler; and secured a new future for the United States of
America. For two years before the Louisiana Purchase, the nine principal players in the deal watched France
and the United States approach the brink of war over the most coveted spot on the planet: a bustling port
known as New Orleans. And until the breakthrough moment when a deal was secured, the men who steered
their countries through the tense and often beguiling negotiations knew only that the futures of both nations
were being questioned, and that the answer was uncertain. Jefferson s Great Gamble is an extraordinary work
that redefines one of the most important and overlooked events in American history. Charles A. Cerami reveals
the untold thrusts and parries of the Louisiana Purchase, an event that was not just a land sale, but thirty
months of high drama, blandishment, posturing and secret maneuvers by some of the most powerful and
crafty men of their time. Utilizing original correspondence and firsthand accounts, Cerami paints a vivid and
engrossing narrative enriched by the words of the men whose talents and weaknesses kept the negotiations
alive during the most unsure moments. When Thomas Jefferson took office as president of the United States in
1801, Louisiana was at the front of his mind. Jefferson knew that the future of the country hinged on its right to
navigate the Mississippi River and have access to New Orleans. His hopes for maintaining this right were almost
completely...
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