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indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .one, he himself finds in the propositions which he has adopted from
Lotze s theory of cognition, and which form the founda-tion of his own system. But how differently does Lotze
himself judge regarding the importance of epistemological questions! In the very work to which Eitschl appeals
for the theory of cognition which he defends, that is, in his Logic // and Metaphysics? Lotze takes up a position
of most strenuous opposition to all preliminary epistemological investigations.2 The pretentious discussion of
theories of cognition, says he in the same connection, has very seldom led to practical results, --it has certainly
never originated the methods with the exposition of which it has entertained itself. On the contrary, the
problems have themselves necessitated the discovery of methods of solution. He expresses his conviction of the
essential unsoundness of efforts to reach a foundation of Metaphysics through the analysis of the psychological
conditions of cognition. He thinks we are totally unwarranted in regarding that most obscure of all problems,
the problem of the origin of knowledge, and of the psychological conditions which co-operate therein, as one
open to easy preliminary settlement or solution, the answer to which should ultimately determine the validity or
invalidity of all, or even of individual utterances of reason. The process of cognition and its relations to objects
must be subordinated to those primary affirmations which reason, in the form of necessities of 1 Published in
1879. Lotze, Metaphysik, p. 15 ff. thought, imposes upon...
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